Newsletter for Reception Class
Spring Term 2021
Communication and Language/Literacy

Mathematics

The focus will be on sequencing, retelling stories and story language
including descriptive words e.g. once upon a time, happily ever
after. The children will be encouraged to ask questions about the
story, as well as predicting what might happen next.
Writing In our writing activities we will focus on capital letters, full
stops, finger spacing and using our sounds. The children will
experience writing for differ ent purposes including recipes, recounts of
stories, lists, captions, letters and writing their own simple stories.
Reading The focus will be on elements of a story e.g. character,
setting, problem, resolution and ending. We will also be looking at non
– fiction books and how to use them. The children will be practising
reading “Tricky Words” These are words that typically ca nnot be
phonetically sounded out such as “the” and “ said”. The children will
continue to practise sounds and apply them to their reading and
writing. This will include letter names, capital letters and rhyming.

We will continue to say and use number names in familiar
contexts and count everyday objects. This term we will be reading,
writing and recognising numbers to 20 and beyond. The children
will use “kind Mr Plus” who always gives you more and “mean Mr
Minus” who always takes away. As well as doing addition and
subtraction practically we will be using a number line. The children
will continue to talk about, recognise and recreate simple patterns,
2D and 3D shapes. We will be looking at recognising coins and
making a given amount with d ifferent coins.

Understanding the World

Personal Social and Emotional Development

The children will be investigating the properties of different materials
and finding out about their senses.
In ICT the children will continue to develop their mouse control and
typing skills through a variety of programmes.

The focus will be on managing their own feelings and how this has
an impact on others e.g. being happy and how to cheer up yo ur
friend. The children will continue to focus on school rules and
expectations of excellent behaviour at St John’s.

Physical Development

Expressive Art and Design
The children will continue to use their imagination for Art, Design and
Role Play. They will have opportunities to explore and use a variety of
media such as clay, junk modelling, paint and play dough. In music the
focus will be on rhythm, beat, singing and responding to music.

The focus will be on moving in different ways, jumping, balancing
and climbing. The children will also practise their throwing and
catching skills.
There will be a continued focus on activities to develop their fine
motor skills such as cutting and threading.

Home Learning
For those children learning from home, we will be supporting your learning by providing weekly
Learning Grids and Home Learning Packs as well as making weekly phone calls. We hope that
by doing this, we can maintain the wonderful St. John’s community that we have built together
over the years. We are looking forward to seeing all of your fantastic home learning via our
class email - reception@st-john.southwark.sch.uk
Thank you for your continued support.

